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THE FUTURE OF CRYPTO (P ART 3) From Niche to Necessity:

, , Crypto isn't just for tech enthusiasts anymore. It’s becoming a
by Keith Johnson, Practice Manager real tool in everyday business. Big companies like Tesla, PayPal,
and Visa now accept crypto payments, and even smaller
businesses are starting to follow. The appeal? Faster transactions,
lower fees, and fewer middlemen. But it’s not just about
payments — blockchain technology is also being used to improve
supply chains, manage digital contracts, and secure online
identities. More businesses are realizing that crypto isn't just a
passing trend, but a tool that can make operations smoother and

In the first two papers of this series, we covered the
basics of crypto and how different digital assets play a
role in the market. Now, in this final paper, we're
exploring how crypto is being adopted, regulated, and
driven by innovation. While many still see it as just an
investment, crypto is already changing the way we handle

money, technology, and even government policy. This more efficient.
paper will introduce the key players driving adoption, the At the same time, the financial world is taking crypto seriously.
evolving regulatory landscape, and the innovations Banks that once avoided digital assets are now offering crypto
shaping crypto’s future. By the end, you'll have a clearer services, and major investment firms are adding Bitcoin and
understan.ding of why crypto matters beyond just its Ethereum to their portfolios. Once a risky experiment, Bitcoin is
market price. now recognized as a legitimate investment option by many

— Warren Norris, Managing Partner financial experts, with some even calling it "digital gold." As more

businesses and financial institutions get on board, crypto’s role in
the global economy keeps growing, raising new questions about

Crypto’s Next Chapter: Who'’s Shaping the Future?  how it should be regulated and who will shape its future.

What started as a digital experiment has grown into a major
force in finance and technology. Cryptocurrency is no longer
just for early adopters and tech enthusiasts. Businesses are
finding ways to use blockchain for payments and operations,
governments are figuring out how to regulate it, investors are
adding it to their portfolios, and investment advisors are
including it in their model portfolios. The conversation has
shifted from whether crypto has a future to who is shaping that
future and how it will fit into the global economy.

As crypto moves into the mainstream, it’s facing new
opportunities and challenges. Companies are exploring ways to =
make transactions faster and more efficient. Policymakers are
working to support growth while addressing risks like fraud
and market volatility. And investors who once dismissed crypto

The Challenge of Regulating Crypto:

as a passing trend have recognized it as a legitimate part of the As crypto becomes more popular, regulators are trying to figure
financial market. But with growth comes hurdles. Regulation is out how to handle it. Some see it as a game-changer for finance,
still unclear, security concerns remain, and the technology must while others worry about scams, fraud, and market instability,
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and the use of crypto in illegal activities. In the U.S., the SEC
still hasn’t made up its mind on how to classify
cryptocurrencies. Are they securities, commodities, or
something else entirely? Without clear rules, businesses and
investors are left guessing, making it harder for crypto to fully
integrate into the financial system. Lawmakers are also working
on regulations to increase transparency and protect consumers,
without stifling innovation. Finding that balance is easier said
than done.

One of the biggest challenges is cracking down on bad actors
without driving the whole industry away. Governments want to
prevent money laundering and shady dealings, but too many
restrictions could slow crypto’s growth.

At this point, it’s not a question of whether crypto will be
regulated but how they will be. Additionally, the question of
whether those regulations will bring stability and trust or just
create more roadblocks.

How Crypto is Fueling Innovation:

Crypto isn’t just about digital money anymore, it’s sparking new
ideas that are changing how we handle finance, contracts, and
even data. Decentralized finance (DeFi) is enabling borrowing,

lending, and trading without banks, while smart contracts on
blockchains like Ethereum are automating processes from
home purchases to supply chain tracking. Companies are also
using blockchain for secure data storage, digital identity
verification, and even voting systems. As developers keep
experimenting, crypto is proving to be more than just an

/ Layer 2 Defined: \

Layer 2 is a way to make
blockchains (Layer 1) faster
and cheaper by handling
transactions off the main
network. It helps reduce
congestion and lower fees

while still relying on th

e
security of Layer 1. j

@oof-of-Stake Deﬁmﬁ
Proof-of-stake (PoS) is a way
for blockchains to verify
transactions without the
energy-hungry mining
process — instead of
competing to solve puzzles,
people commit a portion of
their crypto as a "stake" to

help secure the network and

\ earn rewards. /
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investment. It’s a tool that could
make a lot of industries faster, more
transparent, and more efficient.
Although the above use-cases are
not widely adopted, it will be
interesting to track if and how they
are adopted into the mainstream.

Of course, innovation comes with its
own set of challenges. Many crypto
networks still struggle with slow
transactions and high fees, making
it tough to scale for everyday use.
Developers are working on fixes, like
Layer 2 solutions that help process
transactions faster and cheaper. At
the same time, newer blockchain
models, like proof-of-stake, are
making crypto more energy-efficient
and secure. With businesses,
investors, and developers all pushing
for better solutions, crypto is
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evolving fast. The real question now isn’t just what’s next for
crypto, but how quickly can it keep up with demand?

Growth, Rules, and New Ideas:

Crypto has come a long way from being just a niche technology.
It's now shaping finance, technology, and even government
policies. Businesses are using it, regulators are trying to figure it
out, and developers are constantly improving it.

But big hurdles remain — scalability, security, and regulatory
clarity will all play a huge role in crypto’s future growth.

One thing’s for sure: crypto isn't going anywhere. Whether it
becomes a normal part of daily life, an alternative financial
system, or something totally unexpected depends on the choices
being made today. As adoption grows and the industry evolves,
the future of crypto will be shaped by the people building,
investing, and making the rules.

-

Why Does Crypto Have Value?

A lot of people struggle with what actually makes crypto worth
anything. It’s not backed by gold or the government, and you can’t
hold it in your hand, so it can seem like it’s just made-up internet
money. But the truth is, most modern money isn’t backed by
anything physical either. The U.S. dollar has value because people
trust it and because the government enforces its use. Crypto
works differently, it doesn’t rely on a central authority. Instead, its
value comes from trust in the network. Bitcoin, Ethereum, and
other cryptocurrencies are built on blockchain technology, which
makes them secure, transparent, and, in some cases, scarce.

Another reason crypto has value is what it can do, the things
regular money just can’t. Bitcoin makes it easy to send money
anywhere in the world without banks slowing things down.
Ethereum’s smart contracts let people make deals without a
middleman. Other cryptos power decentralized apps, digital
identity systems, and even gaming systems. The more useful a
cryptocurrency is, the more people want it, which drives its value
up. It’s kind of like how companies like Amazon and Google
became valuable, not just because people invested in them, but

because they built things people actually use.
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Skeptics argue that crypto lacks the tangible assets and We've enjoyed learning about crypto together, and as it keeps
traditional business structures that give companies their value. evolving, one thing is clear: it's not just a passing trend but a
The value of Amazon and Google is easy to see, they provide technology of significant impact. The adventure will continue!

SEbvicEs Wieluse evety day, from s}}oppmg to search engines. But Next Steps:
with crypto, it’s not always as obvious.

Follow along as we continue to explore the various aspects of
Digital Transformation and what it means for investors,
individuals, and the business world. For more information about
us or to learn how Titan Consulting can equip your business to

reach its full potential, visit our website at titanconsulting.net.

How do we compare something digital, with no fundamentals
like earnings, sales, or yield, to companies with physical offices,
employees, and revenue streams?

Crypto works a little differently, but the idea is the same, its
value comes from real-world use, how many people adopt it, and
how much demand there is. If a cryptocurrency is being used to
power apps, secure transactions, or create new financial
systems, people want it, and that’s what drives its value.

The challenge is that, with Bitcoin as the dominant player and
primarily a store of value, most people still view crypto as just an
investment rather than a transformative technology reshaping
how we handle money and data.

The Flip Side:

I suppose this is a good time to mention that we are not
financial advisors!

Blockchain has potential, although most of it unrealized and the
true potential not a certainty, but the truth is, crypto is still
mostly about speculation rather than everyday use. Bitcoin is a
store of value, and a lot of other cryptos struggle with things like
scalability, regulation, and real-world adoption. Until it becomes
more integrated into mainstream finance and daily life, most
people will keep seeing it as just an investment, not a
game-changing technology.

Since 2010, Bitcoin has surged 160% as of December 2024. But
its rapid gains come with massive declines. Over rolling
12-month periods this decade, Bitcoin’s returns have ranged

from over 1,400% to -74%. With
FOMO Defined: such a volatile asset, investors
FOMO - aka. ‘Fear of often buy after big gains due to
Missing Out” = We arenot | FOMO, only to sell in panic when
J

ust talking crypto, we are | prices drop, locking in losses. It's a
keeping you up with the

e cycle we've seen in markets for
atest lingo!

decades. Poor timing can be costly!

As we mentioned in the first paper of this series, our goal is to
provide a public service by helping people make sense of
cryptocurrency. The best way to handle crypto’s volatility isn’t by
trying to time the highs and lows perfectly, but by taking a
long-term approach and understanding the risks. That’s why
experienced investors focus on discipline, avoiding emotional
decisions and keeping the bigger picture in mind.
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